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ATTACHMENT 7 
THREATENED/ENDANGERED SPECIES COORDINATION 

 
Threatened/endangered species coordination was conducted early in the project between U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) and Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR).  A summary of species of 
concern identified by each agency and the resolution of potential impacts is presented in the following 
table.  Copies of coordination between STV and the resource agencies is also attached.  Full copies of the 
Indiana bat and Eastern Massasauga studies can be provided upon request. 
 

 
 

Agency Species of Concern Resolution 

ODNR 

Indiana Bat 

Verbal concurrence by Jennifer Norris 
on 1/30/13 

USFWS 

Survey done July and August 2012. No 
bats found. Concurrence received 
October 2012 

ODNR 
Rayed bean (mussel) 

HDD of all streams with potential 
habitat. Concurrence received January 
15, 2013 

USFWS 

HDD of all streams with potential 
habitat. Concurrence received 
December 11, 2012 

ODNR 
Eastern Massasauga 

Surveys conducted October 2012.  No 
snake habitat found. Concurrence 
received December 7, 2012 

USFWS 

Surveys conducted October 2012.  No 
snake habitat found. Concurrence 
received November 21, 2012 

ODNR Bald Eagle No impact anticipated July 25, 2012 

ODNR 

Eastern Hellbender 
HDD of all streams with potential 
habitat. Concurrence received January 
15, 2013 

ODNR American bittern 
HDD of any potential wetland habitat. 
Concurrence received January 15, 2013 

ODNR 

Sandhill Crane 
HDD of all high quality and large 
wetlands.  Concurrence received 
January 15, 2013 

ODNR 
Trumpeter swan HDD of potentail habitats. Concurrence 

received January 15, 2013 
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Wendy K. Schellhamer

From: Henry, David [david_henry@fws.gov]
Sent: Monday, November 26, 2012 10:38 AM
To: Dale W. Sparks
Cc: jennifer.norris@dnr.state.oh.us; Wendy K. Schellhamer
Subject: Re: Tiffin to Easton Line

Mr. Sparks, 

 

I have reviewed the Eastern Massasauga Phase I Habitat Survey for the Tiffin�Easton Pipeline project dated 21 

November 2012. Based on the descriptions, maps, and photos of the potential massasauga habitat within the 

project area, the Service (USFWS) agrees that the habitat is of very low quality and unsuitable for eastern 

massasaugas. Therefore, impacts to this species are unlikely as a result of the proposed project. 

 

Please contact me if you have any questions. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

David Henry 

On Wed, Nov 21, 2012 at 12:53 PM, Dale W. Sparks <DSparks@environmentalsi.com> wrote: 

David and Jennifer: 

  

Please find attached a technical report detailing a negative survey for Massasauga rattlesnakes on the Tiffin-Easton Line. 

  

Please note that field surveys were completed by an ODNR-certified surveyor (Mr. Greg Lipps).   

  

Below is the initial I-bat concurrence from David for the bat studies that were previously completed for this project.   

  

Dale W. Sparks, Ph. D. 

Senior Project Manager 

Environmental Solutions & Innovations  

4525 Este Ave 

Cincinnati, OH 45232 
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513-451-1777 (Office) 

513-503-2667 (Mobile) 

  

ESI has Moved.  Our NEW ADDRESS is: 

Environmental Solutions & Innovations, Inc.  

4525 Este Avenue 

Cincinnati, OH  45232 

Our contact information (phone, fax, and email) remains the same 

  

  

From: David_Henry@fws.gov [mailto:David_Henry@fws.gov]  

Sent: Thursday, October 11, 2012 10:32 AM 

To: Dale Sparks 
Cc: Virgil Brack 

Subject: Tiffin to Easton I Bat Survey Concurrence 

  

Mr. Sparks, 

 

This email provides U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) review of an Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) survey 

report, dated 21 September 2012 for the Tiffin�Easton Pipeline Replacement Project in Seneca, Huron, Ashland, 

and Wayne Counties, Ohio, by Environmental Solutions and Innovations. The projects, as proposed, would 

involve replacement of 132 km of 8�inch pipeline in an existing right�of�way. 

 

Mist net surveys for Indiana bats were conducted following Service guidance for minimal level of effort, and 

included 426 net�nights from July 8 to August 14, 2012. No Indiana bats were detected. We concur with the 

results of the mist�net survey and believe that the survey results and habitat information provided in the report, 

document the likely absence of Indiana bats in the project area. Negative Indiana bat mist�net survey results are 

valid for a period of 2 years. Therefore, no tree clearing should occur on the site after September 30, 2014 

without further coordination with this office. However, if there is a Federal nexus for the project (Federal 

funding provided, Federal permits required to construct, etc.) then no tree clearing on any portion of the parcel 

should occur until consultation under section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, between 

the Service and the Federal action agency is completed. We recommend that the Federal action agency submit 

to this office a determination of effects to the Indiana bat for our review and concurrence. 

 

Should additional information on listed species become available, or if new information reveals effects of the 

action that were not previously considered, this finding may be reconsidered. If project plans change, or if 

portions of the proposed project were not evaluated, it is our recommendation that the changes be submitted for 

our review. If you have questions, or if we may be of further assistance in this matter, please contact me. 

 

Sincerely, 




