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Ohio Source Water Environmental Education Teams 

 Source Water Environmental Education 
Teams (SWEETs) provide Ohioans with education 
and guidance about protecting their sources of 
drinking water.  
 In 2005, the Ohio Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (Ohio EPA) and the Ohio Department 
of Natural Resources (Ohio DNR) partnered to 
establish this network, which currently includes 54 
teams serving 58 Ohio counties. 
 Each team, mostly organized by county 
soil and water conservation district staff, consists 
of three to five local water resource partners such 
as local health departments, watershed coordina-
tors, and public water system operators. The 
teams are quickly becoming an important compo-
nent of source water protection education efforts 
across the state. 
  
Tools and Training 
 
 SWEETs are equipped with a variety of educa-
tional tools, including user-friendly ground water flow 
models that demonstrate the behavior of ground water, 
movement of contamination, and the relationship of 
ground water to surface water. Some SWEETs also have 
new EnviroScape

©
 table top models that show drinking 

water sources (surface and ground water), and drinking 
water and waste water treatment processes.  The models 
were funded in part through grants from Ohio EPA’s  
Environmental Education Fund.  

 
Education and Outreach 
 
 SWEET members have considerable expertise in 
planning environmental events as well as professional 
experience in natural resource protection.  SWEETs can 
provide presentations to public meetings, civic organiza-
tions, community festivals or events, scout programs, and 
others to educate Ohioans about the importance of pro-
tecting their source of drinking water. SWEETs can even 
design demonstrations that focus on the specific audi-
ence’s local water resources.  
 Public Water Systems can utilize SWEETs when 
developing and implementing their community’s Drinking 
Water Source Protection Plan. 
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 Schools can invite SWEETs to their classrooms 
and field days to educate students on topics such as 
ground water flow, contaminant transport, source water 
protection and treatment, and waste water treatment pro-
cesses.  Their programs have been correlated to Ohio’s 
Science Academic Content Standards. 

 

For More Information 

 
 To schedule a presentation, contact your local 
SWEET listed on the following page. To form a SWEET 
in your county, contact one of these coordinators: 

 
Jeanne Russell, Ohio DNR 
(614) 265-6682 
Jeanne.Russell@dnr.state.oh.us  

 
Linda Slattery, Ohio EPA 
(614) 644-2752 
Linda.Slattery@epa.state.oh.us  

Visit the SWEET web page at:                                             

http://wwwapp.epa.ohio.gov/ddagw/SWEET/   
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ADAMS  

Bill Wickerham 
(937) 798-4018 
 

ATHENS   
Teresa Caldwell 
(740) 797-9686 
       

BELMONT   
Pam Smutney 
(740) 526-0027 
       

BROWN 
Danielle Thompson 
(937) 378-4424 

 
BUTLER 

Lynn White 
(513) 887-3720 

       
CARROLL 

Linda Yeager 
(330) 627-9852 
       

CHAMPAIGN  
Karen Richards 
(937) 484-1507 
       

COLUMBIANA 
Pete Conkle 
(330) 332-8732 
       

COSHOCTON  
Deb Bigelow 
(740) 622-8087 
 

CUYAHOGA 
Domenica McClintock 
(216) 201-2001 x1223 

 
DEFIANCE 

Bill Grimes 
(419) 782-8751 
       

DELAWARE  
Dona Rhea 
(740) 368-1921 
       

ERIE 
Celine Hemminger 
(419) 626-5211 

 
FAIRFIELD 

Vicki Kohli 
(740) 653-8154 
       

FRANKLIN 
Linda Pettit 
(614) 486-9613  
 
      

 
FULTON 

Amanda Podach 
(419) 337-9217 x 4 
 

GALLIA  
Nick Mills 
(740)  446-6173 
 

GREENE  
Jill O’Banion 
(937) 372-4478 
 

GUERNSEY 
Van Slack 
(740) 432-5624 
 

HARRISON 
Linda Yeager 
(330) 627-9852 
 

HIGHLAND 
Pam Bushelman 
(937) 393-1922 

 
HOCKING 

Rebecca Miller 
(740) 385-3016 
 

HOLMES 
Kelly Riley 
(330) 262-2836 

 
JEFFERSON 

Linda Yeager 
(330) 627-9852 
 

KNOX 
Katie Hux 
(740) 393-6724 
 

LAKE 
Beth Landers 
(440) 350-2730 
 

LAWRENCE 
Carrie Yaniko 
(740) 867-4737 
 

LICKING 
Lindsey Grimm 
(740) 670-5330 
 

LOGAN 
Vicky Boots 
(937) 593-2946 
 

LUCAS 
Jamie Kochensparger 
(419) 893-1966 

 
 

     
MADISON 

Jennifer Michaelson 
(740) 852-3065 x 126 
 

MAHONING 
Cheryl Mattevi 
(330) 337-3956 
 

MEDINA 
Beth Schnabel 
(330) 722-2628 
 

MEIGS 
Jenny Ridenour 
(740) 992-4282 
 

MERCER 
Laura Walker 
(419) 586-3289 
 

MIAMI 
Linda Raterman 
(937) 335-7666 
 

MONTGOMERY 
Kristen Lauer 
(937) 854-7645 
 

MUSKINGUM 
Nicole Hafer 
(740) 454-2027 
 

NOBLE 
Van Slack 
(740) 432-5624 
 

OTTAWA 
Carol Benner 
(419) 898-1595 
 

PERRY 
Penny Cox 
(740) 743-1325 
 

PICKAWAY 
Karen Halley 
(740) 477-1693 
 

PORTAGE 
Marybeth Willett 
(330) 297-7633  

 
PREBLE 

B.J. Price 
(937) 456-5159 
 

RICHLAND 
Education Coordinator 
 (419) 747-8686 
 
 

      
SCIOTO 

Kate Sowards 
(740) 259-9231 
 

SHELBY 
Lynda Adams 
(937) 492-6520 
 

SUMMIT 
Sandy Barbic 
(330) 929-2871 
 

TRUMBULL 
Kelly Hardval 
(330) 637-2056 x110 
 

TUSCARAWAS 
Tracy Haney 
(330) 339-7976 
 

UNION 
Education Coordinator 
 (937) 642-5871 
 

VAN WERT 
Education Coordinator 
(419) 238-9591 
 

WARREN 
Amy Pond 
(513) 695-1337 
 

WASHINGTON 
Kathy Davis 
(740) 373-4857 x 229 
 

WAYNE 
Kelly Riley 
(330) 262-2836 
 

WILLIAMS 
Education Coordinator 
(419) 636-9395 
 

WOOD 
Nicki Kale 
(419) 354-5517 
 

WYANDOT 
Angie Ford 
(419) 294-2312 

Team has both the EnviroScape© and Ground Water Simulators  
Team only has the Ground Water Simulator 
Team only has the EnviroScape© 


