Terms Last Revised: 6/06/2016 
 “DAILY CHECK” TERMS


[bookmark: _GoBack]Monitoring, record keeping and reporting requirements for emissions units that emit particulates, are subject to a visible particulate emissions limitation established pursuant to OAC rules 3745-17-07 or 3745-31-05, are not considered inherently clean, do not use data from a continuous opacity monitoring system to ensure ongoing compliance with the applicable particulate emission limitations, and either do not employ control equipment or do not use the parametric data from the control system to ensure ongoing compliance with the applicable particulate emission limitations.

Evaluate the visible particulate emissions from the emissions unit without requiring official Method 9 observations (or in the case of the no visible particulate emission limitation, Method 22).

The frequency for performing the checks described below may be adjusted (i.e., daily, weekly, monthly, etc). Some discretion will have to be used in selecting the appropriate frequency. The other monitoring, record keeping and reporting requirements for the specific emissions unit and for the other emissions units at the facility should also be considered (e.g., a permittee who is already performing daily evaluations of fugitive dust to determine when RACM should be applied may want to perform the visible particulate emission checks on the same frequency). In addition, the permit writer should also consider whether it would be appropriate to specify that the checks be performed during a certain phase of an emissions unit’s operation. 


1.	Scenario 3
When using this evaluation approach for an emissions unit with a no visible particulate emissions limitation or a 0% opacity as a 6-minute average limitation, the following language should be included in the emissions unit terms. In this situation, we want to be notified about all visible emissions incidents and the corrective actions taken to eliminate the visible emissions since the visible particulate emission limitation is very restrictive.

Monitoring and/or Record Keeping Requirements

The permittee shall perform daily checks, when the emissions unit is in operation and when the weather conditions allow, for any visible particulate emissions from the stack serving this emissions unit.  The presence or absence of any visible emissions shall be noted in an operations log.  If visible emissions are observed, the permittee shall also note the following in the operations log:

a.	the color of the emissions;
b.	the total duration of any visible emissions incident; and
c.	any corrective actions taken to eliminate the visible emissions.


Reporting Requirements

The permittee shall submit semiannual written reports that (a) identify all days during which any visible particulate emissions were observed from the stack serving this emissions unit and (b) describe any corrective actions taken to eliminate the visible particulate emissions.  These reports shall be submitted to the Director (the appropriate Ohio EPA District Office or local air agency) by January 31 and July 31 of each year and shall cover the previous 6-month period.
	

2.	Scenario 6
When using this evaluation approach for an emissions unit with a stringent mass or visible particulate emissions limitation established pursuant to OAC rule 3745-31-05 (e.g., less than 5.0 lbs/hr, or .030 gr/dscf, or a 5% opacity as a 6-minute average), the following language should be included in the emissions unit terms. In this situation, we still want to be notified about all visible emissions incidents and the corrective actions taken to eliminate the visible emissions since any visible emissions would probably equate to non-compliance.

Monitoring and/or Record Keeping Requirements

The permittee shall perform daily checks, when the emissions unit is in operation and when the weather conditions allow, for any visible particulate emissions from the stack serving this emissions unit.  The presence or absence of any visible emissions shall be noted in an operations log.  If visible emissions are observed, the permittee shall also note the following in the operations log:

a.	the color of the emissions;
b.	whether the emissions are representative of normal operations;
c.	if the emissions are not representative of normal operations, the cause of the abnormal emissions;
d.	the total duration of any visible emissions incident; and
e.	any corrective actions taken to eliminate the visible emissions.

Reporting Requirements

The permittee shall submit semiannual written reports that (a) identify all days during which any visible particulate emissions were observed from the stack serving this emissions unit and (b) describe any corrective actions taken to eliminate the visible particulate emissions.  These reports shall be submitted to the Director (the appropriate Ohio EPA District Office or local air agency) by January 31 and July 31 of each year and shall cover the previous 6-month period.


3.	Scenario 1
When using this evaluation approach for an emissions unit with the standard visible particulate emissions limitation established pursuant to OAC rules 3745-17-07(A) or 3745-31-05 (i.e., 20% opacity as a 6-minute average), the following language should be included in the emissions unit terms. In this situation, we recognize that the emissions unit will or may have some visible particulate emissions when in operation, unless this emission limitation has been misapplied under OAC rule 3745-31-05(A)(3) (we have seen a number of permits with extremely low grain loading limitations coupled with this emission limitation). Even with this recognition, we still want to be notified about the duration of all visible emissions incidents and the corrective actions taken to eliminate the visible emissions. Many comments have been submitted for emissions units with this emission limitation indicating that the duration of any visible emissions incident and corrective actions taken should only apply to abnormal visible emissions. While this approach may appear to make sense, it may actually undermine the intent of the daily check provision. We believe that it is necessary to document the duration of any visible emissions incident since this information directly relates to the day-to-day operations of the emissions unit and provides us with some information regarding what is considered normal operation and indicative of ongoing compliance. While we are asking the permittee to document the duration of any visible emissions incident, we are only expecting the permittee to take corrective actions for abnormal visible emissions. Please note that we have added the words “minimize or” to item (e) below. This addition will allow the observer to document that (1) no corrective actions were taken, (2) that some minor corrective actions were taken to ensure that the emissions unit continued to operate under normal conditions, or (3) that corrective actions were taken to eliminate abnormal visible emissions. We have also added clarification language to the end of this term to address the visible emissions duration and corrective action issues.    

Monitoring and/or Record Keeping Requirements

The permittee shall perform daily checks, when the emissions unit is in operation and when the weather conditions allow, for any visible particulate emissions from the stack serving this emissions unit.  The presence or absence of any visible emissions shall be noted in an operations log.  If visible emissions are observed, the permittee shall also note the following in the operations log:

a.	the color of the emissions;
b.	whether the emissions are representative of normal operations;
c.	if the emissions are not representative of normal operations, the cause of the abnormal emissions;
d.	the total duration of any visible emissions incident; and
e.	any corrective actions taken to minimize or eliminate the visible emissions.

If visible emissions are present, a visible emissions incident has occurred. The observer does not have to document the exact start and end times for the visible emissions incident under item (d) above or continue the daily check until the incident has ended. The observer may indicate that the visible emissions incident was continuous during the observation period (or, if known, continuous during the operation of the emissions unit). With respect to the documentation of corrective actions, the observer may indicate that no corrective actions were taken if the visible emissions were representative of normal operations, or specify the minor corrective actions that were taken to ensure that the emissions unit continued to operate under normal conditions, or specify the corrective actions that were taken to eliminate abnormal visible emissions.

Reporting Requirements

The permittee shall submit semiannual written reports that (a) identify all days during which any visible particulate emissions were observed from the stack serving this emissions unit and (b) describe any corrective actions taken to minimize or eliminate the visible particulate emissions.  These reports shall be submitted to the Director (the appropriate Ohio EPA District Office or local air agency) by January 31 and July 31 of each year and shall cover the previous 6-month period.


The same basic approaches can be used to evaluate visible fugitive particulate emissions that are established pursuant to OAC rules 3745-17-07 or 3745-31-05 (i.e., no visible fugitive particulate emissions, 5% opacity as a 3-minute average, 20% as a 3-minute average, etc.); however, the locations where the fugitive emissions observations are performed must be clearly defined.


4.	Scenario 2
For example, when using this evaluation approach for an emissions unit with the standard visible fugitive particulate emissions limitation established pursuant to OAC rules 3745-17-07(B) (i.e., 20% opacity as a 3-minute average), the following language should be included in the emissions unit terms. This situation is similar to the 20% as a 6-minute average approach described above. It is important to specify the egress point(s) for the fugitive emissions, especially where there may be more than one emissions unit releasing emissions inside the building. 

Monitoring and/or Record Keeping Requirements

The permittee shall perform daily checks, when the emissions unit is in operation and when the weather conditions allow, for any visible emissions of fugitive dust from the egress points (i.e., building windows, doors, roof monitors, etc.) serving this emissions unit.  The presence or absence of any visible fugitive emissions shall be noted in an operations log.  If visible emissions are observed, the permittee shall also note the following in the operations log:

a.	the location and color of the emissions;
b.	whether the emissions are representative of normal operations;
c.	if the emissions are not representative of normal operations, the cause of the abnormal emissions;
d.	the total duration of any visible emissions incident; and
e.	any corrective actions taken to minimize or eliminate the visible emissions.

If visible emissions are present, a visible emissions incident has occurred. The observer does not have to document the exact start and end times for the visible emissions incident under item (d) above or continue the daily check until the incident has ended. The observer may indicate that the visible emissions incident was continuous during the observation period (or, if known, continuous during the operation of the emissions unit). With respect to the documentation of corrective actions, the observer may indicate that no corrective actions were taken if the visible emissions were representative of normal operations, or specify the minor corrective actions that were taken to ensure that the emissions unit continued to operate under normal conditions, or specify the corrective actions that were taken to eliminate abnormal visible emissions.

Reporting Requirements

The permittee shall submit semiannual written reports that (a) identify all days during which any visible emissions of fugitive dust were observed from the egress points (i.e., building windows, doors, roof monitors, etc.) serving this emissions unit and (b) describe any corrective actions taken to minimize or eliminate the visible fugitive dust emissions.  These reports shall be submitted to the Director (the appropriate Ohio EPA District Office or local air agency) by January 31 and July 31 of each year and shall cover the previous 6-month period.


5.	Scenario 4
Another derivation of this evaluation approach may occur for an emissions unit with a no visible fugitive particulate emissions limitation established pursuant to OAC rule 3745-31-05.  In this situation, a very high capture credit may have been claimed when calculating the total emissions released from the emissions unit. In order to ensure that the high capture is maintained, the visible fugitive dust emissions observations may need to be performed inside a building at the point or points where the capture credit is claimed. This is a controversial issue (appeals have been filed), but a reasonable position considering that a high capture credit was claimed and there is no test procedure available to verify the level of capture credit. Here again, it is very important to specify where the checks are performed. When this situation occurs, the following language should be included in the emissions unit terms.

Monitoring and/or Record Keeping Requirements

The permittee shall perform daily checks, when the emissions unit is in operation, for any visible emissions of fugitive dust from the area immediately above the capture system serving this emissions unit.  The presence or absence of any visible emissions shall be noted in an operations log.  If visible emissions are observed, the permittee shall also note the following in the operations log:

a.	the color of the emissions;
b.	the total duration of any visible emissions incident; and
c.	any corrective actions taken to eliminate the visible emissions.

Reporting Requirements

The permittee shall submit semiannual written reports that (a) identify all days during which any visible emissions of fugitive dust were observed from the area immediately above the capture system serving this emissions unit and (b) describe any corrective actions taken to eliminate the visible fugitive dust emissions.  These reports shall be submitted to the Director (the appropriate Ohio EPA District Office or local air agency) by January 31 and July 31 of each year and shall cover the previous 6-month period.

The approach can also be modified to address both stack and fugitive visible particulate emissions (i.e., a P900 operation).


6.	Scenario 7
The easiest example may be for the situation where the stack and fugitive emissions are subject to the requirements of OAC rules 3745-17-07(A) and 3745-17-07(B) (i.e., 20% opacity as a 6-minute average for the stack emissions and 20% as a 3-minute average for the fugitive emissions). In this situation, the following language should be included in the emissions unit terms.

Monitoring and/or Record Keeping Requirements

The permittee shall perform daily checks, when the emissions unit is in operation and when the weather conditions allow, for any visible particulate emissions from the stack and for any visible emissions of fugitive dust from the egress points (i.e., building windows, doors, roof monitors, etc.) serving this emissions unit.  The presence or absence of any visible emissions shall be noted in an operations log.  If visible emissions are observed, the permittee shall also note the following in the operations log:

a.	the location and color of the emissions;
b.	whether the emissions are representative of normal operations;
c.	if the emissions are not representative of normal operations, the cause of the abnormal emissions;
d.	the total duration of any visible emissions incident; and
e.	any corrective actions taken to minimize or eliminate the visible emissions.

If visible emissions are present, a visible emissions incident has occurred. The observer does not have to document the exact start and end times for the visible emissions incident under item (d) above or continue the daily check until the incident has ended. The observer may indicate that the visible emissions incident was continuous during the observation period (or, if known, continuous during the operation of the emissions unit). With respect to the documentation of corrective actions, the observer may indicate that no corrective actions were taken if the visible emissions were representative of normal operations, or specify the minor corrective actions that were taken to ensure that the emissions unit continued to operate under normal conditions, or specify the corrective actions that were taken to eliminate abnormal visible emissions.

Reporting Requirements

The permittee shall submit semiannual written reports that (a) identify all days during which any visible particulate emissions were observed from the stack serving this emissions unit, (b) identify all days during which any visible emissions of fugitive dust were observed from the egress points (i.e., building windows, doors, roof monitors, etc.) serving this emissions unit, and (c) describe any corrective actions taken to minimize or eliminate the visible particulate and/or visible fugitive dust emissions.  These reports shall be submitted to the Director (the appropriate Ohio EPA District Office or local air agency) by January 31 and July 31 of each year and shall cover the previous 6-month period.

The following provision may also be used in conjunction with the appropriate visible particulate emissions check term. We recommend the use of daily checks as the default position unless ample technical support exists for less frequent checks or the facility inspector’s experience determines that checks less frequent than daily can initially be established.

The permittee may, upon receipt of written approval from the appropriate Ohio EPA District Office or local air agency, modify the above-mentioned frequencies for performing the visible emissions checks if operating experience indicates that less frequent visible emissions checks would be sufficient to ensure compliance with the above-mentioned applicable requirements.  Such modified visible emissions check frequencies would not be considered a minor or significant modification that would be subject to the Title V permit modification requirements in paragraphs (C)(1) and (C)(3) of OAC rule 3745-77-08.


7.	Scenario 8 (new)
Minimize or eliminate visible PE of fugitive dust from points of capture and control equipment must achieve an outlet emission rate of no more than 0.030 gr PE/dscf or no visible PE from the exhaust stack [OAC rule 3745-17-08(B)(3)]

Monitoring and/or Record Keeping Requirements

The permittee shall perform daily checks, when the emissions unit is in operation, for any visible emissions of fugitive dust from points of capture between the emissions unit and the control device and, when the weather conditions allow, from the exhaust stack from this emissions unit.  The presence or absence of any visible emissions shall be noted in an operations log.  If visible emissions are observed from any points of capture and/or the stack, the permittee shall also note the following in the operations log:
the location and color of the emissions;
the total duration of any visible emissions incident; and any corrective actions taken to eliminate the visible emissions.
Reporting Requirements
The permittee shall identify the following information in the [XXXX1] in accordance with the monitoring requirements for visible emissions in term number [XXXX2] above:
0. all days during which any visible emissions of fugitive dust were observed from any point(s) of capture between the emissions unit and control device or from the area immediately above the capture system serving this emissions unit;
all days during which any visible particulate emissions were observed from the stack serving this emission unit; and 
any corrective actions taken to eliminate the visible emissions.


9.	Scenario 9 (new)  Visible Fugitive Emissions from Material Handling Operations

Monitoring and/or Record Keeping Requirements

The permittee shall maintain records of the following information:
0. the date and reason any required inspection was not performed;
the date of each inspection where it was determined by the permittee that it was necessary to implement the control measures;
the dates the control measures were implemented; and
on a calendar quarter basis, the total number of days the control measures were implemented.
The information in “d” shall be kept separately for each material handling operation identified above, and shall be updated on a calendar quarter basis within 30 days after the end of each calendar quarter.
Reporting Requirements
The permittee shall identify the following information in the annual permit evaluation report in accordance with the monitoring requirements for visible emissions in term number [XXXX3] above:
0. each day during which an inspection was not performed by the required frequency; and
b.	each instance when a control measure, that was to be implemented as a result of an inspection, was not implemented
